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From the District Superintendent… 

Dear Friends, 

My prayer is that you and yours are safe with the projected arrival of 

Hurricane Florence. I wanted to write and share with everyone 

something I shared with the clergy at a recent district meeting.  Our 

district's theme for this conference year is:  Invitation.  Bishop Leeland 

and the Cabinet have emphasized that every church, regardless of size 

and location, ought to be "missional and invitational.”   

As Amy and I traveled the district last fall for our "missional network 

charge conferences," we were delighted and thrilled to hear how 

missional nearly every church and network is.  Most of our churches 

and networks have some involvement in food banks, public school 

ministries and many other outreach endeavors.  What a praise this is and 

we will all continue to grow in missions.  Toward that end, plans are 

being made for a "Missions Engagement Fair" to be held in conjunction 

with our District Leadership Training event early next year.   

Also in our travels, Amy and I gathered much information regarding the 

"heart" of the people called Methodists in the Yadkin Valley 

District.  In response to the question, "What should we be doing more 

of," over and over again people lifted up a desire to be more 

invitational, more oriented toward faith sharing and testifying.  Toward 

this end our theme this year is to become more intentionally 

invitational.  Our missional network charge conferences will share our 

missional fruitfulness in the form of prayers of praise and 

thanksgiving.  And we'll have some practical teaching about becoming 

more invitational.  In alignment with this, Bishop Leeland will be 

leading a seminar for the clergy on October 4 on lessons from his 

serving as pastor of growing congregations.  Throughout the 

conference year to come your district office will explore and seek to 

live into our vision of "being a sail, not an anchor" by offering various 

seminars, events and learning opportunities on the many aspects of 

becoming invitational as individuals and congregations, in worship, 

service, missions, small groups, events and studies all grounded in the 

greatest invitation of all, to life abundant and eternal in relationship with 

Christ as Sovereign and Savior.   

Joy in Christ and smooth sailing, 

Mike 
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Helping to facilitate SALT is one of the five mainstays of my position as Mission Implementation Coordinator. 

Unfortunately, this year we have not recruited enough people to run the program for the Yadkin Valley District. 

But rather than read my words about SALT, I thought it best to hear from those who have benefitted from the 

course, in their own words. I really encourage every church in the District to consider prayerfully how you 

might benefit from this course. Thus each month I will share responses of ‘testimonials’ from those who have 

found SALT to be a real life-changer. If you are interested in learning more, please contact me at the District 

Office.  

 

Rev. Dr. Jack Lawson – jlawson@wnccumc.org  

 

The following comes from Tina Cecil in the Thomasville Missional Network:  

 

The Spiritual Academy for Leadership Transformation has transformed me as a Christian, a Methodist church 

leader and as an individual.   

My church experienced a major change in church leadership structure, going from an outdated council 

structure that no longer fit the dynamics of our small church to a leadership team.  Having been in SALT, I 

was aware of other churches using the leadership team structure and how to set a covenant agreement for the 

team.  I helped shape the team and provided examples, shared by SALT members, of how the process could 

work. 

Earlier this year, our previous pastor was away from the church for spiritual renewal.  Most dates were 

covered by a certified lay speaker.  I was able to obtain Tom, a fellow SALT member, and the District Lay 

Leader, to come and speak.  However, our leadership team then had to cover all other aspects of service, such 

as announcements, prayers and collecting tithes.  SALT strengthened my ability to perform those duties and 

provide continuity for the congregation. I led a church service with DS Bailey serving communion.  Even 

though this is not particularly one of my strongest spiritual gifts, I was able to better serve my church and my 

God. 

Through working on my Personal Vitality Template, I can better articulate my personal faith story.  I think 

that is vital to sharing the gospel.  Leading with an understanding of how my passions drive me to mission 

helps to motivate team members.  

I stay in contact with my SALT cohorts through email, Basecamp, and meetings.  Any time one of us has a 

challenge we reach out to each other for solutions and support.  

 

 

The Spiritual Academy for Leading 

Transformation (SALT) is an eight-month 

program designed to identify, inspire, train, 

and support a new cohort of spiritually-

mature lay people able to partner with clergy 

to lead effective change in congregations and 

communities. 

 

mailto:jlawson@wnccumc.org
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                   APPORTIONMENT - A portion meant for the service of God. 

(The above is the definition of what the word “apportionment” really means as stated by 

a former Conference Treasurer, Bob Meyers.) 

 

We will continue to add to our Apportionment Honor Roll as churches pay 100% of their 

apportionments.  The churches added this month are in bold lettering. 

 

Congratulations to the following churches who have paid 100% of their District 

AND Conference apportionments for 2018: 

 

Bethel (Mocksville)  Center (Mocksville)  Cherry Street  Cooleemee 

Delta    East Bend   Epworth  Longtown   

Mallalieu-Jones   Maple Grove   Mountain Grove Mount Herman 

Mt. Pleasant (W-S)   New Union   Oak Grove (Mt. Airy) Pilot View  

Pleasant Hill   Salem (Mocksville)  St. Paul (Hamptonville) Stony Knoll (East Bend) 

Wither’s Chapel  Yadkin College 

 

Congratulations to the following churches who paid 100% of their District apportionments for 2018: 

 

Bethel (Winston-Salem) Brooks Temple   Centenary (W-S) Crews 

Fairview (Pinnacle)  First (Mocksville)  First (Thomasville) Franklin Heights  

Good Hope   Hickory Ridge   Mt. Pleasant (Tobaccoville) New Mt. Vernon 

Shiloh (Germanton)  St. Andrew’s    Stony Knoll (Dobson) 

 
We want to share the good things that are happening in our churches.  If you have 

something you would like to share with others, please let us know. 
 

This month we 

celebrate the 

accomplishments 

of three of our 

local church 

administrative 

assistants, along with our District Office 

Administrator.  Libby Craven of Mount 

Tabor UMC in Winston-Salem, Donna 

Ireland of Harmony Grove UMC in 

Lewisville, Debra Stack of Pine Grove UMC 

in Kernersville, and Amy Johnson of the 

District Office attended the 2018 PAUMCS 

(Professional Administrators of The United 

Methodist Connectional Structure) Advanced 

Certification class at GCFA in Nashville 

August 26-29.  They were with 24 other 

administrators from all across the United States 

who participated in a FULL few days of 

training.  There were presentations on legal matters of the church, creating a Christ-centered workspace, as well as 

information on interpersonal relationships. The participants were assigned to a group, and each group must complete a 

project that will be presented to a panel of judges on October 25-26.   Of course, Libby, Debra, Donna and Amy were 

all assigned to different groups, and all are busy doing research for their projects! 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?keywords=Celebration+&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl,ph,pp,bc,ca,mv,wt,nt,pt,ft&page=3&ipp=20
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Resources Available from the District Resource Center 
 

Several new studies have arrived in the District Resource Center and are awaiting for 

you to check them out! 

 

“Messy People” – Life Lessons from Imperfect Biblical Heroes by Jennifer Cowart. 

  Every life can get messy at times.  This study delves into how God can use messy 

people.  This is a six-week, DVD-based study that looks at the lives of Rahab, the Prodigal Son, Josiah, 

Mary, David, and Daniel.  Participants will learn how God can use broken people, restore damaged hearts 

and relationships, and help us deal with the hard moments of life. 

 

“The Miracles of Jesus” – Finding God in Desperate Moments by Jessica LaGrone.  In exploring the 

miracles of Jesus, participants will be able to see their weakness as an invitation for God to work powerfully 

in their lives.  This is a six-week, DVD-based study that will offer new insights into the biblical stories with 

a meaningful application for our lives today. 

 

“Elijah” – Spiritual Stamina in Every Season by Melissa Spoelstra.  All of us need spiritual stamina in 

order to keep going through all of the ups and downs of life.  Elijah did too!  This six-week study is 

grounded in First and Second Kings and examines the life of the prophet Elijah.  He was an ordinary man 

who did extraordinary things for God in the midst of the highs and lows of life.  Participants will learn some 

of the stamina secrets that helped Elijah to persevere:  habits related to prayer, choices, soul care, surrender, 

mentoring, and leaving a lasting legacy.  So whether you are in a mountaintop season, a valley season, or 

somewhere in between, Elijah’s life will inspire us as we grow in faith and develop spiritual stamina to help 

us to thrive in every season – not just survive! 

 

“Poverty Cure” – a six-part series hosted by Michael Matheson Miller.  We ask the question, “How do we 

alleviate poverty?”  This study looks at how people in the developing world create prosperity for their 

families and communities.  The six sessions are: 

 

Part 1 – Charity that Hurts 

Part 2 - The Entrepreneurial Calling 

Part 3 – Justice for the Poor 

Part 4 – Circles of Exchange 

Part 5 – The Power of the Gospel 

Part 6 – Churches, Communities and Culture 

 

 

The Purse Project continues to be appreciated by homeless women in a variety 

of settings in the Winston-Salem area.  Items needed are travel-size deodorant, 

shampoo, bar soap and plastic soap containers, plastic toothbrush containers, 

sanitary supplies, pens, small note pads, Vaseline, toothpaste and hair pics.  Also 

needed are clean purses (large with zipper or snap closures).  Rev. Beverly Gaska 

is available to speak to your church group about this project.  For more 

information, please contact her at begaska@aol.com or 336-404-9079. 

  

mailto:begaska@aol.com
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By action of the General Conference, Laity 

Sunday is observed the third Sunday of 

October (October 21 this year).  This is an 

opportunity to celebrate that everyone is 

called, laity as well as clergy, to go and 

make disciples in a world desperately in 

need of hope.  

 

The theme for this year’s observance of 

Laity Sunday is “Therefore Go! With 

HOPE Through Offering Christ.” 

 

 Hospitality – We offer, and receive, hope through hospitality as we proclaim the gospel through our 

outreach and mission. 

 Offer Christ – By providing opportunities for people to commit their lives to God through baptism by 

water and Spirit and profession of faith. 

 Purpose – By nurturing people in Christian living, we are helping them to find a true sense of purpose 

in life as they learn to live out their beliefs through acts of piety and acts of mercy. 

 Engagement – Through engagement, we again offer and receive hospitality. 

 

More information on Laity Sunday, including graphics, worship helps, bulletin covers, etc., can be found on 

the www.umcdiscipleship.org website. 

 

 

The Yadkin Valley District Board of 

Laity encourages each church to honor 

one (or more) of their laity through the 

Laity Service Award.  Nomination 

forms were mailed to each Lay Leader 

and pastor in August.   

Churches are to submit their 

nomination forms by October 5 to the  

District Lay Leader, Tom Bridges 

1031 Reynolda Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 27104 
 

 

Laity Service Award recipients will be 

honored at a special worship service on 

Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m. at 

First UMC, Pilot Mountain. 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
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Happenings Around the District and Conference 
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Konnoak Hills UMC, located at 430 Weisner Street in Winston-Salem, will have a Chicken BBQ on 

Saturday, September 15, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Menu consists of BBQ chicken, baked beans, slaw, roll, 

dessert.  Tickets are $10.00 and may be purchased at the door or by calling Robbie Holler at 336-774-3758.  

Take-out only. 

 

Burkhead UMC, located at 5250 Silas Creek Parkway in Winston-Salem, will be celebrating their 

homecoming on Saturday, September 15, and Sunday, September 16.  The festivities will begin on 

Saturday with a tour of the former Burkhead sanctuary located at 1500 Harriet Tubman Drive, north of 

downtown Winston-Salem.  It is now the home of Ambassadors for Christ Revival.  Pastor Edward Allen 

will greet all who would like to see the “old” church at 10:30 a.m.  Meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Burkhead 

Fellowship Hall for refreshments, and then carpool to the former building.   The celebration will continue on 

Sunday with Sunday School at 9:45 a.m., followed by the worship service at 10:30 a.m.  Rev. Dr. Robert 

Nations and Dr. Peter Kairoff are their special guests.  A covered dish meal and a great time of fellowship 

will follow the service.  Please email burkheadumc@gmail.com or call 336-765-6590 to register your 

attendance. 

 

 

mailto:burkheadumc@gmail.com
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Please note that the Sharon Randall event, originally 

scheduled for September 13, has been rescehduled due to 

Hurrican Florence! 
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First United Methodist Church, located at 305 N. Main Street in Mocksville will have its annual Sprinkle 

Preaching Mission beginning September 30 - October 2 at 7:00 p.m. each night.  Hymn singing will begin 

at 6:45 PM.  Rev. Paul Christy of First UMC in Hickory will be this year's speaker.  The theme of this year's 

Mission is "Living and Sharing the Gospel in Our World." We need to revive our spirits and understand that 

the call to follow Jesus is just as real today as it was when Jesus first called the disciples. With that in mind, 

we will look at this week as a building block series of sermons. We will get back to the basics of our faith, 

and we will move and build on from there with each worship service.  

 

FOR CLERGY:  A luncheon for the clergy of the Yadkin Valley District will be hosted by First UMC in 

Mocksville on Monday, October 1, at 11:30 a.m. in the church’s Family Life Center.  Rev. Paul Christy will 

speak on the use of stories in preaching and when not to let a story preach for you, how our congregations 

are able to hear a story, how Jesus used stories. How do we use stories in our lives? Overhearing the 

Gospel….through a story.   PLEASE RSVP BY WEDNESDAY, September 26, to 

tommy@firstumcmocksville.org.  

 
 

Maple Springs UMC, located at 2569 Reynolda Road  

in Winston-Salem, will host their  

 

Pumpkin Patch 
 

  

October 1st - 30th  

 

Weekdays 1:00pm - 7:00pm 

Saturdays 11:00am - 7:00pm 

Sundays 12:00pm - 7:00pm 
  

Come pick out your prize pumpkin! 100% of funds raised go to the Missions 

supported by our church! 

 

To schedule a field trip or for more information, contact Mary Taylor Setliff 

(marytaylor@maplesprings.org, 336-722-7563). 

  
 

 

mailto:tommy@firstumcmocksville.org
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Pumpkin Patch Palooza 

Sunday, October 21, 2017 

2:00pm to 4:00pm 

Maple Springs United Methodist Church 

2569 Reynolda Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 

336-722-7563 

FREE  

                                          admission and parking,  

                                                 donations of canned food accepted 
Join us for an epic community-wide celebration of pumpkins! Pumpkin Patch Palooza 

will feature pumpkin sales, free food, live music, games, prizes, inflatables, games, 

petting zoo, and CAN THE VAN! 

For more information, contact Scott Andree Bowen (scott@maplesprings.org, or  

336-722-7563). 
 

FREE SAFE SANCTUARIES TRAINING – Sunday, October 28, 2:00 p.m. at 

Clemmons UMC  Bring your youth and children volunteer teams to get them up to date on their Safe 

Sanctuaries training and procedures. This free training will be held in the sanctuary of Clemmons UMC.  The 

training should last no more than one hour.  Please RSVP with team numbers to Rev. Clark Chilton at 

chilctonc@clemmonsumc.org or call 336-766-6375, X-126 by October 25th to ensure an adequate amount of 

materials. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:scott@maplesprings.org
mailto:chilctonc@clemmonsumc.org
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Director of Youth Ministries – Fair Grove UMC, Thomasville, NC 

Fair Grove United Methodist Church, Thomasville, N.C., the oldest 

Methodist congregation in Davidson County, is currently seeking a creative 

and energetic director for our Youth Ministry (6th – 12th grade). He or she 

will work with the Youth Leadership Team to vision, plan, develop, and 

implement all aspects of a balanced youth ministry in the areas of group 

building, worship, discipleship, mission, and outreach. Our mission at 

FGUMC is to make disciples of Christ who worship God, grow in their 

faith, and serve in the church and world. This is a part-time position. Please forward a cover letter and 

resume to: Marvine Myers, Staff Parish Relations Committee at smjm58@gmail.com .   

Children’s Director – Bethlehem UMC, Advance, NC 

Bethlehem UMC is searching for a Children’s Director.  The Children’s Director must be able to coordinate 

volunteers, work with various church members, organize events, support Methodist beliefs, relate well with 

children birth to fifth grade, and encourage the children and their parents to develop a deeper relationship 

with God and the church.  A detailed job description can be found on the district website:  

https://www.yadkinvalleydistrictumc.org/jobopenings.  Resumes may be sent to Shannon Wombaugh at 

office@bethlehem-umc.org. 

 

Faith UMC in Rural Hall has a 2004 Ford E-450 bus for sale.    $24,900 
White 2004 Ford E-450 Super Duty Bus with only 22,968 actual miles – way below 

market average. Seats driver and 20 passengers. Rear door equipped with Braun 

wheelchair lift.   

VIN: 1FDXE45S74HA91546. Powerful 6.8L V10 gasoline engine, automatic 

transmission. Cruise control, air conditioned, AM/FM Radio with PA microphone and 

speakers. Excellent tire tread, no rust or external damage. Very clean interior, cloth 

seats in excellent condition. This vehicle is currently in service as a church bus, as it has been for the past 

eight years, and is lightly used but has been well maintained.  

For further information or to schedule an inspection, e-mail TBrown23838@yahoo.com. 

 

mailto:smjm58@gmail.com
https://www.yadkinvalleydistrictumc.org/jobopenings
mailto:office@bethlehem-umc.org
mailto:TBrown23838@yahoo.com
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District Joys and Concerns 
 

We lift up prayers of healing for: 

Megan Garner, wife of Rev. Ron Garner (G3),  

Rev. Patty Choplin (retired) and her husband, Denny 

Al Spicer, husband of Rev. Cindy Spicer (Snow Hill UMC) 

Brenda Baird, wife of Rev. Bill Baird (St. Mark-Germanton) 

 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Rev. Scott Osterberg (New Story) on the death of his father, Jack 

Osterberg, on September 6. 

 

We extend congratulations to Rev. Mark Key and wife, Joy (Mount Tabor UMC) on the birth of their first 

grandchild, Tate Anderson Bednarczyk, on August 30. 

 

         Upcoming District Dates 
                                                             

     September 21-22 – District 4th & 5th Graders Overnight Retreat, Camp Merriwood 

     September 30 – Missional Engagement Applications due to District Office 

 

     October 4 – District Clergy Meeting with Bishop Leeland, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00, 

                          followed by catered lunch – Pine Grove UMC, 1130 Jonestown Road, 

                          Winston-Salem.  RSVP for lunch by Sept. 28 to Amy Johnson. 

 

     October 5 - Laity Service Award nominations due to District Office 

     October 11 – Registration deadline for Older Adult Day Apart 

                                          October 18 – District Older Adult Day Apart, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., First UMC, 

                                                                      Pilot Mountain 

                                          October 21 – LAITY SUNDAY  - Laity Service Award Recognition Service, 3:00 p.m.,               

                                                                First UMC, Pilot Mountain 

 

                                          November 8 – UMAR Luncheon, Maple Springs UMC, 12:00-1:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Yadkin Valley District Staff 
 

Michael F. Bailey, District Superintendent, 336-725-4502, mbailey@wnccumc.org 

Randy C. Blanchard, Church Vitality Strategist, 919-413-8878, rblanchard@wnccumc.org 

Jack N. Lawson, Mission Implementation Coordinator, 336-354-3589, jlawson@wnccumc.org 

Amy Johnson, District Office Administrator, 336-725-4502, ajohnson@wnccumc.org 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

Closed on Friday 

 

mailto:mbailey@wnccumc.org
mailto:rblanchard@wnccumc.org
mailto:ajohnson@wnccumc.org

